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NET 
Join us each Monday night at 
8pm on the 145.290- repeater 

for the Enid ARC Monday night 
net. 

 

  W5HTK MEETINGS 
The Enid ARC meets the third 

Thursday of each month at 
7pm. Meeting location is at the 
Cimarron Valley Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, 1023 W. 

Elm, Enid Ok. 

Visit us on the web at 
www.enidarc.org 

or 
Contact us at 

w5htk@enidarc.org 
 

EARC 2009 Officers 
President 

Jess Andrews-KA5HYK 
580-237-3686 
V. President 

Tim McAnally-KD5KTB 
580-234-0948 

Secretary 
Bill Keck-K5ECI 

580-233-2496 
Treasurer 

Devon McAnally-KD5UID 
580-237-3218 

Trustee 
Dean Feken-KL7MA 

580-336-3326 
 

EARC 2009 Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

2008 
Mike Cofer KD5OFF (V. 

Chairman) 
2009 

Greg Veit KD5MFY  
2010 

Dean Feken KL7MA  
2011 

Al Fox KD5BA (Chairman) 
2012 

Richard Herndon KD5ZOY 
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Fox’s Den…….……..……2 
Stop CC&Rs…….………..3 
DX News…………………4 
Hams In Action….……….7 
Minutes of Last Meeting….8 
 

MAKING SURE ALL ARE SAFE 

The Enid ARC played a major roll in the safety of participants in this year’s annual Tour de Tryke hosted by 
the Enid Noon AMBUCS™. The AMBUCS have held this event for three years to raise money to purchase 
AmTryke© therapeutic tricycles for individuals who are unable to operate a traditional bike. These unique 
tricycles, which can be hand and/or foot operated, are designed to accommodate riders of all ages, sizes, and 
varying degrees of physical limitations. Both physical and occupational therapists acknowledge the AmTryke 
tricycle's many therapeutic benefits, citing improved motor skills, strength development and self-esteem. 
 
The Tour de Tryke consisted of five different bike routes including  
a 10, 26, 38, 57, and 100 mile route. The Enid ARC was asked to  
provide the locations of the riders throughout the event. 
 
Enid ARC vice president, Tim McAnally/KD5KTB, was net  
control and also set up the assignments for the rest of the club  
volunteers. Tim said that the club’s primary goals were to  
1. Report any injured or broken down riders and 2. Identify the last  
biker on each route.  Club members arrived at David Allen ballpark  
at 0600 to begin setting up. The Cimarron Valley Chapter of the 
 American Red Cross also helped by providing refreshments along the routes.  
 
Tim assigned tactical calls to key turns along all of the routes and club members would use the call signs to 
indicate that they were on scene. Each operator would give his or her FCC call sign at the end of their 
transmissions. This made net control’s job of keeping track of the operators easier as many had multiple 
locations to cover during the event.  
 
Many rounds of traffic flowed between net control and the operators in the field providing the AMBUCS with 
near real time progress reports. There were no accidents or injuries for this year’s ride and the Enid ARC was 
able to wrap up operations at around 1450. 
 
Club members and friends who helped this year were KD5KTB, KD5OFF, KA5HYK, KC5OKG, KD5BA, 
KE5PQY, KE5NQF, AD8B, KC5SII, KE5DKG, KE5FER, and KC5ZCK 
 
The Cherokee Strip Parade will be the next public service event that the club participates in. This will be 
September 13. All club members and any operators in the area are encouraged to meet at the Mark Price 
Arena. 
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The HomeBrew 
    

The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter 
about the Enid Amateur Radio Club. It is 

available in both print and electronic form. 
The printed version can be found at Wheat 
Capital Communications 306 W. Willow, 
Enid Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe 
Acrobat PDF format, is e-mailed on the 

second Thursday of each month. It is also 
available on the EARC website at 

http://www.enidarc.org/. 
 

To submit an article or place an ad for 
equipment, e-mail the editor at 

thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions 
need to be received by the second Monday of 

each month for publication. 
 

The views contained in The HomeBrew are 
those of the individual authors and are not 
necessarily the views of the Editor or the 

Enid Amateur Radio Club. 
HomeBrew Editor 

Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 
580-242-2865 

thehomebrew@hotmail.com 
 

The Enid Amateur Radio Club 
 

The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was 
founded in 1936 and was affiliated with the 

ARRL in 1938. It continues to serve and 
support the amateur radio community in  
Enid, Garfield County and the state of 

Oklahoma. The EARC is a 501(c)(3) Non-
Profit organization. 

 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC 
is formed is a non-commercial association of 
radio amateurs, for the promotion of interest 

in Amateur Radio communications and 
experimentation’s. 

For the advancement of the radio art and for 
the assistance and education of those who are 

interested in the theory, fundamentals, and 
operation of Amateur Radio. 

For the maintenance of emergency 
communication facilities, to aid in times of 

disasters and emergencies to those in need as 
a public service, and to make said 

communication facilities available without 
cost. 

Article Four of the EARC Articles of 
Incorporation 

 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible 

to apply for membership. Dues for regular 
licensed amateurs are $25 per year (Jan-Dec) 
for individuals. Family membership is $30 

per year. Membership dues can be mailed to: 
 

Enid Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 261 

Enid Ok. 73702 
 

The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not 
discriminate against race, creed, national 

origin, or sex for eligibility for membership. 
 

 

One of the many things that make ham radio such a 
great hobby (whoops I am supposed to say that at the end 
of this) is the willingness to use our time and equipment 
to help others. Tim, KD5KTB, did that during the 
Ambuc's Tour de Trykes event. 

He literally was in the hot seat with the sun beating down and the calls coming in. When Ambucs asked Tim 
where the riders were....he knew.  He knew because of all you hams who gave your time and used your 
equipment to keep track of and safeguard the bike riders. Congratulations to everybody for a job well done!   
I am writing this before the Cherokee Strip Parade and I know the hams will again come through for that 
event.  We are truly blessed with a great bunch of workers typical of hams across the world. I am proud to be 
a ham. Now I guess I need to show enough pride to get my hf antenna back up and the other 20 feet of tower 
raised. The sunspots will back again someday so I need to be ready. 
Ham radio, isn't it a great hobby?!!!     
73, 
 Al  KD5BA 
 

 

Thank you to those who helped with the Tour de 
Trykes event!  Having spotter's in the field makes the 
event much safer and more manageable for event 
coordinators and cyclists.  

September is National Preparedness Month. As unusual as our weather has been this year being prepared for 
anything this fall and winter is a wise idea. As individuals there are several key things we need to do to be 
prepared.  
 
1.  Be sure your emergency supply kit is ready to go including canned or packaged food items, bottled water, 
meds, identification, light source, change of clothes and appropriate outer wear.  
 
2.  Update your family emergency plan so everyone knows where to meet if they are away from home in the 
event of a disaster 
 
3.  Keep your vehicle tuned up and be sure to keep a full tank of gas if possible 
 
4.  Keep informed about the type of emergencies that could happen in your area and plan your response to each 
type of disaster appropriately.  
 
5.  Be sure your batteries or power supply for your radios are charged and ready to go 
 
For additional information, visit www.ready.gov or citizencorps.gov 
 
Jess KA5HYK 
 

 

Oklahoma ARES© was placed at Stand By Status on 
August 31 in preparation for hurricane Gustav. Charles 
Goodson/KC5UEG Oklahoma Section Emergency 
Coordinator placed all six zones in Oklahoma on stand by 
after medical evacuees began to arrive in Oklahoma City. 
He advised ARES members to check their gear and  

prepare for possible activation.  At one time 1800 displaced victims were sheltered at the Lucent Technology 
Center plant. The state of Oklahoma was prepared to receive as many as 12,000 evacuees if necessary. The 
Oklahoma ARES group was relieved of stand by status on September 3. Charles thanked all who checked in. 
 
The Garfield County ARES group will have a meeting September 11th at 7pm in the Red Cross building. All 
GARFCO ARES members are encouraged to attend to look at some of the new EMCOMM Field Station 
equipment. 
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club hosts a net each Monday at 8:00 pm on the 
145.290 repeater. 

 
Month   Sessions  Stations  Traffic 
Aug.  2007               5      120             4 
Aug  2008             4      99        4 
   

Enid Amateur Radio Club October Net Control Station Schedule 
October 6-KC5GUD 
October 13-KD5OFF 
October 20-K5ECI 

October 27-KD5KTB 
 

 
 
 

 

ARLD037: DX news 
SB DX @ ARL $ARLD037 
ARLD037 DX news 
 
ZCZC AE37 
QST de W1AW   
DX Bulletin 37  ARLD037 
From ARRL Headquarters   
Newington CT  September 4, 2008 
To all radio amateurs    
 
SB DX ARL ARLD037 
ARLD037 DX news 
 
This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by NC1L, PA3DEU, TA3YJ, QRZ DX, the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, 425 DX News, 
The Daily DX, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all. 
 
ALGERIA, 7X.  Mirek, VK6DXI is QRV as 7X0DX until September 11 in his spare time while on business here.  Mirek, is currently on a 
business trip in Algeria until September 11th.  Activity is on the HF bands.  QSL via DL4DBR. 
 
PORTUGAL, CT.  Look for special call CS8REP to be on September 6 and 7 during the Portugal Field Day 2008.  Activity will be on the HF 
and VHF bands.  QSL via CT1REP. 
 
IRAN, EP.  Mohammed, EP4MRG has been active on 20 meters around 0500 and then 1645z. 
 
GUADELOUPE, FG.  Dom, F6EPO will be QRV as FG/F6EPO from September 7 to 27.  Activity will be on 40, 30, 20 and 15 meters using CW and 
QRP Power.  QSL to home call. 
 
ENGLAND, G.  Nilay, TA3YJ and Berkin, TA3J will be QRV as M/homecalls from London from September 10 to 17.  QSL via TA3YJ. 
 
GUERNSEY, GU.  Look for operators G3SJJ, G3SVL, G3ZQH, GU4CHY and GU4EON to be QRV as GU4CHY/p in the RSGB/IARU Region 1 SSB Field 
Day.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters.  QSL via operators' instructions. 
 
MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0.  Satoshi, JQ1OCR, is QRV as KH0/N2QP from Saipan, IOTA OC-086, until September 8.  This includes an entry in 
the All Asian DX Phone contest.  QSL direct to JQ1OCR. 
 
BONAIRE, CURACAO, PJ2.  Viaceslav, LY4F is QRV as PJ2/LY4F from Curacao, IOTA SA-006, until September 18.  QSL via LY1FF. 
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GREECE, SV.  Dick, PA3DEU is QRV as SV8/PA3DEU/p/qrp from Alonissos Island, IOTA EU-072, until September 14.  Activity is currently on 
20 meters using CW.  QSL to home call. 
 
TUVALU, T2.  Aki, JA1KAJ is QRV as T209DX until September 8. Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and possibly 
SSTV and PSK31.  This includes an entry in the All Asian SSB DX contest.  QSL to home call. 
 
PALAU, T8.  JH1UUT will be QRV as T88DB in All Asian SSB DX contest. Activity is on 80 to 10 meters. 
  
ASIATIC RUSSIA, UA0.  Serge, UA9MC has been active on 30 meters around 0130z.  QSL direct. 
 
NAMIBIA, V5.  Gus, V51XG has been active on 30 meters around 2100z. 
 
CAMBODIA, XU.  Yuichi, 7K3BKY is QRV as XU7YYY until September 8 and is primarily active on the newer bands.  He may be an entry in the 
All Asian SSB DX contest.  QSL direct. 
 
TOKELAU ISLANDS, ZK3.  Willi, DJ7RJ and Ulrich, DL2AH are QRV as ZK3MW and ZK3AH, respectively, for at least three weeks.  QSL to 
home calls. 
 
THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The North American CW Sprint, All Asian DX Phone Contest, NCCC Sprint, International G3ZQS Memorial Straight 
Key Contest, Russian World Wide RTTY Contest, Wake-Up. QRP CW Sprint, RSGB SSB Field Day, AGCW Straight Key Party, IARU Region 1 
SSB Field Day, DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest and the Tennessee QSO Party will certainly keep contesters busy this upcoming weekend. 
September QST, page 76 and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for details. 
NNNN /EX 
Information courtesy of the ARRL at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/kep/2008-arlk062.html 

ARLP037: Propagation de K7RA 
 
SB PROP @ ARL $ARLP037 
ARLP037 Propagation de K7RA 
 
ZCZC AP37 
QST de W1AW   
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 37  ARLP037 
From Tad Cook, K7RA 
Seattle, WA  September 5, 2008 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB PROP ARL ARLP037 
ARLP037 Propagation de K7RA 
 
We're still looking at a quiet Sun, but currently a solar wind is disturbing Earth's magnetic field.  6 meter operators—after enjoying a fine season of sporadic 
E propagation this Summer—may see some added excitement from auroral propagation.  Check the site http://www.aurorasentry.net/ for updated indicators. 
 
The planetary A index was 33 on Thursday, September 4, the highest daily number in over a year.  I don't know when it was last that high, but the closest 
recent numbers were 32 on April 23, and 31 on March 27.  Planetary A index for September 5-10 is predicted to be 20, 15, 8, 5, 5 and 5.  It is expected to rise 
to 20 on September 14. 
 
Ken Tata, K1KT of Warwick, Rhode Island reported tropospheric propagation on Thursday night, September 4.  He likes the VHF propagation maps at, 
http://www.mountainlake.k12.mn.us/ham/aprs/path.cgi?map=na and notes it showed a band of propagation extending all up and down the 
Eastern seaboard. 
 
There has been some news about the current solar minimum regarding continuous days without spots.  August was the first calendar month with no sunspots 
since 1913.  Of course, there have been periods longer than 30 days, but generally over a two calendar-month period in which there were some sunspots in 
each month.  As of Thursday, September 4, there have been 46 continuous days with no spots.  That is the seventh longest period of no spots, looking back 
over 150 
years to the mid nineteenth century.  If there are no sunspots through this Sunday, at 49 days this will be the fourth longest spot-free period. 
 
But not everyone is reporting zero sunspots for August.  If you go to http://www.spaceweather.com/ and to the archives on the upper right side, change the 
date to August 21 and August 22.  On both those days they show a sunspot number of 11 (look at the left side of the page), indicating a single spot which had 
a magnetic signature indicating a new Cycle 24 origin.  This is the same number that Zurich shows, but not NOAA, which didn't assign it a number 
because it was so short lived. 
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Both May and June 1913 were spotless, in a continuous spotless run of 92 days from April 8 to July 8.  Cycle 19 was the biggest solar cycle on record, and it 
is interesting to note that it was preceded by long periods without spots.  There was a 26 day spotless run from February 15 to March 4, 1953, followed by 
27 days from January 12 through February 7, 1954, and 30 days beginning on June 3, 1954 and running through July 2. 
 
In case you've forgotten what a spotted Sun looks like, take a peek at seven years ago, on September 1, 2001 at, http://tinyurl.com/6j2r62. 
 
In a little over two weeks will be the Autumnal Equinox (September 22)--the start of the Fall season and a sweet spot for HF propagation.  Without sunspots, 
HF is still useful for long distance communication.  Plugging in 0 for sunspots with one of the popular propagation programs shows 20 meters to be the best 
overall. Figuring a path from Texas to Brazil, W6ELprop (http://www.qsl.net/w6elprop/) shows 20 meters at the Equinox begins 
opening around 1800z, with signals steadily rising, then closing around 0200z.  17 meters looks productive with rising signal strength throughout the day, 
starting at 1600z with signals rising until the band closes around 0000z.  40 and 30 meters also look productive, with 40 opening around 2300z, and rising 
signals, especially after 0000z.  It stays strong all night, dying out after local sunrise.  30 meters looks good over that path from 2300-0700z. 
 
Evan Rolek, K9SQG of Beavercreek, Ohio notes that although signal levels are overall much lower because of lack of sunspots, there are        
still big variations.  For instance, two months ago he worked an S9 station from India, on 40 meters with a wire loop at 12 feet. 
 
Bud Frohardt, W9DY is mobile in Elgin, Illinois.  After being on the air recently, he thought perhaps sunspots had returned.  On August 26 he was operating 
CW mobile on 20 meters, and says he was able to work many more stations than in recent months.  In 37 minutes he worked all continents.  He says 
European stations were all over the band with excellent signals until he turned off the radio at 2215z. 
 
Russ Ward, W4NI of Nashville, Tennessee sent in a tip on an interesting article he read about geomagnetic events.  Titled "Elusive Onset of Geomagnetic 
Substorms," it appeared in the August 15, 2008 issue of Science, volume 321, pages 920-921. 
 
If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net. 
 
For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service web page at, 
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.  For a detailed explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/k9la-
prop.html.   An archive of past propagation bulletins is at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/. 
 
Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations are at http://www.arrl.org/qst/propcharts/. 
 
Instructions for starting or ending email distribution of this bulletin are at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html#email. 
 
Sunspot numbers for August 28 through September 3 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, and 0 with a mean of 0.  10.7 cm flux was 66.1, 66.8, 67.1, 66.7, 65.8, 66, and 
66.2 with a mean of 66.4.  Estimated planetary A indices were 2, 3, 3, 3, 4, 3 and 7 with a mean of 3.6.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 2, 2, 2, 2, 2, 2 
and 7 with a mean of 2.7. 
NNNN 
/EX 
Information courtesy of the ARRL at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/2008-index.html 

 

 
 
 

September 11-GARFCO ARES Meeting 7pm 
September 13-Cherokee Strip Parade 

September 18-Enid ARC Meeting 
September 22-Fall Equinox 
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 2008 MEETING 
August 21, 2008 
American Red Cross Building, Enid, OK 
 
NOTE: THIS IS A PROPOSED DRAFT PENDING REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY MEMBERS 
PRESENT AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE CLUB. 
 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club met Thursday evening, August 21, 2008, at the American Red Cross Building, Enid, 
OK. 
 
Jess/KA5HYK, Phil/K5ECH, Bill/KC5OKG, Dave/KC5SII, Theresa/KC5TTD, Al/KD5BA, Sam/KD5EUS, 
Tim/KD5KTB, Greg/KD5MFY, Richard/KD5ZOY, Tony/KE5KWN, Darian/KE5NQF, Dan/KE5PQY, and 
Bill/K5ECI. 
 
Jess/KA5HYK called meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Jess began by asking how many present had checked the meeting 
agenda posted on the club website (only two), then led an informal discussion of perceived web site problems and 
recommended practices.  Tim/KD5KTB agreed to continue to evolve the site’s features, format and functionality. 
 
Membership items:  The Club welcomed guests Roy/N5JDP and Dave/AD8B, both new residents of the Enid area. 
 Tony/KE5KWN vowed to renew his efforts to get on the air after a long distraction due to personal affairs. 
 
MSC to accept the minutes of the July 17th meeting. 
 
Tim/KD5KTB summarized the Treasurer’s report prepared by Devon/KD5UID and submitted a detailed written report 
for the file. The checking account and the savings account of the Club both have a positive balance with all transactions 
reconciled.  MSC to accept the Treasurer’s report. 
 
The Club informally agreed to end its consideration of having a booth at the Garfield County Fair.  While the venue is 
appropriate, finding enough volunteers to staff the booth 14 hours a day for eight days is currently impractical.  The 
Club may revisit the matter in 2009. 
 
The Club reviewed the options provided by the committee appointed to recommend a 2m-70cm emergency “go kit” 
and a commemorative plaque to be purchased with W5REC memorial funds.  MSC to instruct the committee to 
purchase the kit configuration of their choice and to allow a total expenditure up to $1000. 
 
Informal agreement to abandon the plan to contact Richard Garriott/W5KWQ during his ISS flight in October.  Club 
members are encouraged to attempt to contact the ISS individually. 
 
Informal agreement to hold the 2008 Club Christmas party at Golden Corral on a Saturday evening, preferably 
December 6th or 13th.  Richard/KD5ZOY agree to make the necessary reservation and arrangements. 
 
Informal agreement to reschedule the Club workday to Saturday, September 6th, at 8:00 a.m.  The tasks will include 
antenna and coupler installation, radio room reorganization, and coffee consumption. 
 
Jess/KA5HYK appointed Al/KD5BA, Richard/KD5ZOY and Bill/KC5OKG to serve as the 2009 Nominating 
Committee. In accordance with the EARC Constitution and Bylaws, this committee is to bring the names of candidates 
for the Club offices of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, and of a candidate to replace the outgoing 
director on the Board of Directors. The committee is to announce its nominations in time for the publication of the slate 
in the October issue of the Club newsletter.  The election of 2009 Club officers and the new director will be during the 
regular October meeting.  Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor. 
 
Bill/K5ECI and Al/KD5BA gave an update on the Club’s letter of intent sent July 31st to the Enid Community 
Foundation (ECF) regarding a grant for the purpose of equipping the EARC radio room for a broader range of training 
and operational capabilities to address opportunities that amateur radio can uniquely provide for youth and others in the 
Enid community.  In a meeting earlier in the day on August 21s with the executive director and the president of the 
ECF, the Club received an invitation to submit a formal grant proposal.  Several members responded to this news with 
a wide variety of suggestions on how such a capital grant might facilitate or augment the Club’s efforts to involve new 
members and to support local service activities.  Also in the earlier meeting, the ECF also provided a briefing on how 
to prepare a relevant proposal.  The proposal is due September 15th. 
 
MSC to affirm the decision by the Board of Directors to purchase a used Diamond X500HNA 17.8-foot vertical dual-
band antenna from Greg/KD5MFY for $200 for use with the refurbished 147.150 repeater now in place at the Red 
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Cross location. 
 
MSC to purchase a diplexer for not more than $75 to enable use of the UHF IRLP rig in tandem with the VHF repeater 
on the X500HNA dual-band antenna. 
 
Informal agreement that Jess/KA5HYK and Dave/KC5SII, will remove the damaged 147.150 antenna and any 
salvageable hard line from the Saint Mary;s tower on a date to be determined. 
 
Al/KD5BA outlined plans for the Club’s support of the following events: 
 
v    AMBUCS 2008 Tour de Trykes, Saturday, August 30th.  Tim/KD5KTB will be net control at the base station at the 
David Allen Ball Park, 301 S Grand.  Use the 145.290 repeater.  The start time is 8:00 a.m.  Club volunteers are to go 
directly to their preferred or assigned location(s). 
 
v    Cherokee Strip parade, Saturday, September 13th.  Only one parade this year.  Assemble at 8:30 a.m. in front of the 
Mark Price Arena.  Use the 147.375 repeater. 
 
v    Light Up the Plains, Friday, November 28th.  Still in the planning stage.  : 
 
Also, Al/KD5BA thanked—and provided a commemorative tee-shirt— to all club members who assisted with the 2008 
Denny Price YMCA Triathlon on August 2nd.  Al gave special recognition to Parker/KE5RXR, who accompanied the 
last-place contestant over the entire land course on his bicycle. 
 
Jess/KA5HYK addressed issues and expectations related to Club meetings—namely length, content, style and format—
and invited further input prior to a thorough discussion and a clear resolution at the September meeting. 
 
MSC to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 


