
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    
 
                          
 
                                                                          
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SEPTERMBER  2007                                                             ENID OKLAHOMA                                      VOLUME 3, NUMBER 9 

 

 

What’s Inside 
 
President’s Corner….…….2 
ARRL………………..……3 
GARFCO ARES 
News…………….………..5 
Minutes of Last Meeting….7 
 

 

 

EARC 2007 Officers 
 

President 
Al Fox KD5BA 
580-242-4800 

 
V. President 

Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 
580-242-2865 

 
Secretary 

Bill Keck-K5ECI 
580-233-2496 

 
Treasurer 

Dwayne Posey-KC5QVS 
580-237-3218 

 
Trustee 

Dean Feken-KL7MA 
580-336-3326 

ENID ARC ASSIST WITH BIKE RALLY FUND RAISER 

The Enid Amateur Radio Club assisted the Enid Noon AMBUCS during their annual Tour De Trykes Bike ride. This event 
was held over the Labor Day weekend and consists of 10, 26, 38, 48, 100 mile bike courses.  The event is a fund raiser for 
the Noon AMBUCS that goes towards the purchase of therapeutic tricycles for children with disabilities.  The EARC 
provided communications from the field to the start/finish area keeping race officials informed about the participant’s 
status.  
 
Club members gathered at around 0630 to start setting up. The event officially kicked off around 0730. This year’s event 
was reported to have attracted between 120 and 130 participants which made for a large job for the 11 members of the club 
to handle. But, true to the EARC form those eleven made sure that the job got done. 
 
Net control operator Bob Webster/KD5ZOY, said “The AMBUCs people came over to us and told us that they were 
delighted with everything that we did, (and) they thought it went off flawlessly”. Bob went on to say “…and as usual 
everyone in the club who was involved plugged the holes and did an outstanding job...”  The EARC members were on duty 
until around 1530 that afternoon. 
 
According to Mike Stuber, contact person for the Noon AMBUCS, the EARC’s help will always be needed and welcomed. 
“Your clubs help is paramount to the safety and organization of this event and I cannot relay our appreciation and thanks 
enough.  Please share this with your club” Mike said. 
 
This will be a yearly event that will be held on the Labor Day weekend so EARC members can mark their calendars now. 
 

Members of the EARC and friends who assisted were  

 KD5ZOZ BOB Net Control 

K5ECI BILL Southeast quadrant 

KE5PKT HELEN Southeast quadrant 

KD5KTB TIM Hunter 48 mile/Hillsdale 100 mile routes 

KE5MTB CAITLIN Hunter 48 mile/Hillsdale 100 mile routes 

KE5AUI RICKY South East quadrant 

AA5LI WALTER 100 mile route 

KE5PQY DAN North East quadrant All routes 

KA5HYK JESS 26 and 36 mile routes 

KE5BCR JOHN Net Control 

KD5ZOY RICHARD 100 Mile route South West quadrant 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. It is available in both print and 
electronic form. The printed version can be found at 
Wheat Capital Communications 306 W. Willow, Enid 
Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, 
is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is 
also available on the EARC website at 
http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail 
the editor at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions 
need to be received by the second Monday of each 
month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the 
individual authors and are not necessarily the views of 
the Editor or the Enid Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 
1936 and continues to serve and support the amateur 
radio community in  Enid, Garfield County and the state 
of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 
organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed 
is a non-commercial association of radio amateurs, for 
the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications and experimentation’s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the 
assistance and education of those who are interested in 
the theory, fundamentals, and operation of Amateur 
Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication 
facilities, to aid in times of disasters and emergencies to 
those in need as a public service, and to make said 
communication facilities available without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of 
Incorporation 

 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply 
for membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are 
$25 per year (Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family 
membership is $30 per year. Membership dues can be 
mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate 

against race, creed, national origin, or sex for eligibility 
for membership. 

 
EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

 
2007 

Dave Locke KC5SII 
2008 

Mike Cofer KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 
2009 

Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 
2010 

Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 
2011 

Al Fox KD5BA 
 

2008 OFFICER ELECTIONS COMING 
SOON 

According to the EARC’s By-Laws, the meeting in August was the  
time to select a nominating committee for the upcoming officer  
elections. The officer positions needed for the 2008 calendar year  
are president, vice president, treasurer, and a board member to serve  
until 2012. 
 
Al/KD5BA selected the following club members to serve on the committee: Bill W./KC5OKG, 
Richard/KD5ZOY, and Ralph/N0NOU. 
 
The nomination committee will make their report at the September meeting of club members who 
have agreed to run for office. 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations for a job well done on the recent 
Ambucs' Tour de Trykes. A lot of territory was covered 
by very few people and everything I have heard is very 
positive. 

KE5PKT, KE5MTB and KE5PQY made good use of their new licenses.  
Ricky, KE5AUI, came in from beautiful downtown Perry to help as well. It was a definite team effort 
and new things were learned to make it even better next year. 
 I apologize for missing the event but prior plans with the family took me down Ada way. Cooking hot 
dogs, making smores and home made ice cream as well as going fishing with my 7 grandkids took up 
my weekend. 
 
The next event is the Cherokee Strip Parade which begins with a cowboy parade on the square about 
9:30a.m, Saturday, September 15th. We are committing 3 hams to the first parade. KD5ZOY will be 
riding with the cowboy wagons, KC5OKG will be helping inform the announcers of the cowboys order 
and another ham (to be announced) will be at the announcers stand getting the info from OKG. The 
rest of us need to meet in front of the Mark Price Arena at 8:30a.m. It takes a bunch of people so please 
help. 
New hams are encouraged to come out and help. 
If you need info my email is: kd5ba@arrl.net phone is 242-4800. 
 
Remember the fire works show the Friday evening after Thanksgiving. Always something fun to do! 
 
Ham radio. Isn't it a great hobby?  
 
73,  
Al KD5BA 

MEMBERSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Did you know that the EARC has two members that have made each of the meetings for the 2007 
calendar year? 
 
Congratulations go to Al/KD5BA  and Richard/K5ZOY  for having a 100% attendance so far. 
 
Following close behind with an 88% attendance are Jess/KA5HYK, Bill K./K5ECI  and Bill 
W./KC5OKG . 
 
It’s not too late to start making the monthly meetings for this year. There are still several events 
that will be taking place that you can be involved in. 
 

See you the third Thursday of each month! 
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ARRL Board of Directors Acts on Background Checks, Digital Issues at July Board Meeting 
 
The ARRL Board of Directors took action on two pressing matters -- background checks and emerging digital technologies -- at its second meeting of 2007, 
held July 20-21 in Windsor, Connecticut. Invited guests included IARU Vice President Tim Ellam, VE6SH, and Radio Amateurs of Canada President Earle 
Smith, VE6NM.  

Background Checks  

A major concern at this Board meeting was the topic of served agencies and background investigations. The Ad Hoc Background Investigation Committee 
agreed that pursuing federally recognized credentialing for Amateur Radio volunteers was critical for the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) to 
function. The Committee chairman, ARRL Atlantic Division Director Bill Edgar, N3LLR, proposed that the Board adopt a policy with regard to Memoranda of 
Understanding with the various served agencies.  
The Board adopted a policy that "communications volunteers participating in ARRL-sponsored programs should not be required by served agencies to undergo 
background investigations of any kind," but notes that criminal background checks -- performed by law enforcement agencies -- are "generally acceptable." The 
policy continues, "It is not reasonable for a served agency to require these volunteers to consent to credit checks, mode of living investigations or investigative 
consumer reports. In negotiating or renegotiating Memoranda of Understanding that commit the League to provide volunteer emergency communications 
support, the League must be assured that these volunteers will not be required by the partner organization to consent to credit checks, mode of living 
investigations or investigative consumer reports."  
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/07/30/100/?nc=1 
 
 

About three years ago, Cliff Segar, KD4GT, and his wife Kati were looking for another place to live. They were then living in the Atlanta, Georgia area, and 
Segar's job territory reached from Bristol, Tennessee to the Atlanta area. Since Kati had a home-based business, they were looking to move anywhere in between 
the end points of Segar's territory. After months of looking, they found their dream house in Rockwood, Tennessee. There was just one problem -- it was right on 
Interstate 40. The Tennessee Department of Transportation owned the fence on the south side of the property, which meant traffic noise.  
    
                                                                                                  "We returned one more time just to see how much this was going to bother us," Segar said. "After           
                                                                                                  five minutes outside talking about the many beauties surrounding us, it dawned on us -- we had   
                                                                                                  forgotten to listen for the traffic, and decided that it was not the issue we thought it might be. The   
                                                                                                  swath of trees along the fence made a rather good attenuator, and mostly it's just the tire noise. We   
                                                                                                  signed papers and went into debt."  
 
                                                                                                 Two billboards were located within the Segar's new property. "They don't provide much in the way   
                                                                                                 of income; basically just paying the annual property taxes in 'rural' Tennessee. We are so rural,  
                                                                                                 neither DSL nor cable comes close to the property, and the dial-up connection to the Internet  
                                                                                                 averages 14.4 kb. Taxes are much lower this far out, and so is the price of land." Of the two  
                                                                                                 billboards, Segar said the one "up front (from our house perspective)" is the prime space. It is larger  
                                                                                                and lighted and in use. The other billboard was not rented, and it was getting run down, with brush   
                                                                                                and trees overtaking its view from the Interstate.  
 
                                                                                                The couple chose this location not only for Segar's work, but for its potential as future retirement  
                                                                                                property, its rural setting and maybe even having a horse or two. "It also had enough land for lots of  
                                                                                                wire above ground, unrestricted vertical storage of galvanized steel structures and few restrictions for  
line of sight propagation of electromagnetic fields," Segar said, proving that Amateur Radio is always forefront in his thoughts. "Since I also enjoy paying the 
local electrical power distribution facility to provide me with electrons just so I may radiate them into thin air and beyond, I also like to promote the Amateur 
Radio Service and support the ARRL that continues to fight for my privilege to distribute those magnetic fields to the moon and beyond," he said.  
 
This year, the ground lease for the two billboards came up for renewal. Segar said that this was his opportunity to do something useful. "Basically, the new lease 
for the previously unused billboard stipulated that the billboard company had the obligation to keep the brush and vegetation clear and, 'when the sign is not sold, 
lessee will agree to provide and install a vinyl face advertising Amateur Radio activities.'" Segar said that the only way the billboard company would agree to this 
stipulation was if they provided the vinyl facing at their expense. "This was even better than I thought it would be. Since the sign had not been sold at any time in 
the prior 3 years, I expect to see the sign for quite a long time," Segar said.  
With the new lease signed, Segar sent an e-mail to ARRL Media and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, to let him know of this exciting 
development. "In case anyone is wondering if anyone in Newington reads e-mail, they do -- and frequently. In about an hour, Allen called me to work out the 
details," Segar said. Within two days, the ARRL graphics department had created the design for the vinyl facing.  
 
"The only thing I requested," Segar said, "was to have a couple of 2 meter repeater frequencies listed for use by those of you driving past. The one repeater was 
basically a must since the Roane County Amateur Radio Club, in a moment of collective weakness, elected me president for the year. The only problem is that 
KE4RX/r is behind anyone who sees the sign. We needed a repeater that would continue to work with them for the next 30-plus miles." After a few discussions 
with Paul Drothler, WO4U, in Crossville, Tennessee, W4NSA/r was deemed the flagship repeater for use westbound. 
 
 

 

Tennessee Amateur Finds Innovative Way to Promote Amateur Radio 
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According to Segar, it is the primary repeater used by ARES during severe weather or other emergency situations. "If you are ever on I-40 between Cookville 
and Knoxville, dial in 146.895, pl 118.8 or 147.015+ and give a call. We will try to be listening, but please don't report that you caused an emergency slowing 
down to look at the sign!"  
 
Segar says this billboard is not about him -- it is about Amateur Radio and the ways hams can promote it: "With the constant pressure from commercial 
interests on the spectrum allocated to the Amateur Radio Service, we all need to do something to promote the public benefit of the Amateur Radio Service. We 
are to be more than a hobby. It is part of our licensing agreement. It is even part of our name. We are to be a Service. I strongly urge everyone to think 
seriously about how they can be a service to their community through Amateur Radio. ARES is a good primary start and one that is most visible to the leaders 
of your community. Providing communication at public service events is another. But there are many more. To use an overworked cliché, think outside the 
box. Become involved. Getting a DXCC or WAS award is great. A 5BDXCC shows even more dedication but it really doesn't help 'pay' for the spectrum we 
enjoy. Your city mayor or county supervisors really don't care that you managed to work Peter I Island on all five bands at the bottom of the sunspot cycle -- 
there's nothing in it for them. Each of us needs to show our elected and appointed officials that Amateur Radio really is a high quality and vital Service to 
them. The sooner that happens, the easier it will be to put up that new antenna you've been wanting."  
 
He continued: "Be innovative. The great folks in Newington are ready, willing and able to help you. Join the ARRL and get involved. Join a local club. Get 
active in ARES, RACES or a local CERT group. Spend a Saturday with a handheld radio at a parade. You and the thousands of other licensed operators in the 
Amateur Radio Service worldwide will continue to enjoy the challenges, joys and magic of Amateur Radio. This billboard is only part of my contribution. 
What's yours?"  
 
For more info go to the ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/08/29/100/?nc=1  

 
Larry McElderry, of Enid, OK formerly of Manhattan, KS, passed away Tuesday, Aug. 28, 2007, in Brownwood, TX, after a hard 
struggle with cancer. 
 
His life, by choice, included much solitude and introspection with his circle of loved ones, small by design. For those whose lives 
he deeply touched, he will never be forgotten. However, many people have been touched by his intelligence, his insight, his 
distaste for arbitrary rules, and most especially his particular brand of humor. 
 
A fellowship celebrating that humor is scheduled for 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, 2007, at the Days Inn in Enid, OK. 
 
He was preceded in death by his father, Edward McElderry. He is survived by his mother, Doreen Creviston, of Derby, KS; his 
sister, Cindy Mitchell; and his sister Sandy Rhodeman. He also is survived by those who will always remember and cherish him, 
Minessa, John, Debby, Susie, Shelley, Bill, Evan and JoAnn, and of course his bike, the Harley. 
 
Memorial donations can be made to Friends of Sunset Zoo in Manhattan, KS or Circle of Love Hospice in Enid, OK. 
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September Is National Preparedness Month 
 
September is National Preparedness Month and Amateur Radio 
operators are joining a wide variety of national, state and local 
organizations, including the US Department of Homeland 
Security, in 
educating the public about preparing for emergencies. When 
unexpected 
natural or man-made emergencies occur, our greatest individual 
defense is preparedness. Getting an emergency supply kit, making 
an 
emergency plan, and identifying preparedness and response 
resources 
within our communities are several things we can do to prepare 
ourselves. This nationwide effort is to encourage individuals and 
families to take simple steps to prepare for emergencies in their 
homes, businesses and schools.  
Free preparedness resources are just a click away in English 
<http://www.ready.gov> and Spanish <http://www.listo.gov>. - 
ARRL 
 

 
LOOK-LOOK-LOOK 

 
THE ENID AMATEUR RADIO CLUB HAS A 

NEW LOOK FOR THE CLUB WEBSITE! 
 

CHECK IT OUT AT  
http://www.enidarc.org/  

 
BE SURE TO REGISTER WHILE YOU ARE 

THERE SO YOU CAN RECEIVE IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION IN THE FUTURE! 

 

 

                                                                    
                                                                  The Garfield County ARES group met Thursday, August 9 at the Red Cross building. 
                                                                   Several items were discussed including the new structure for the state ARES.  The leadership for               
                                                                   Oklahoma ARES has been updated to better reflect the Department of Homeland Security sections   
                                                                   for Oklahoma. Kevin Atnip, KD5WUP is the Section Emergency Coordinator and now there are 
six zones in Oklahoma. Zones one through four are roughly divided by Interstate 40 North and South, and Interstate 35 to the East and West. 
Tulsa and the OKC metro areas make up the remaining two zones. Each zone is assigned a Zone Emergency Coordinator and Garfield 
County is in Zone 1. The ZEC for Garfield County is Jay Kruckenberg, K5GUD and he lives in Mooreland. 
 
Discussion also included some examples of  GARFCO ARES served angencies which included the Garfield County and City of Endi 
Emergency Management, City of Enid Fire Department, and the Cimarron Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross. 
 
There was a question posed to the group that will be used to set the direction that GARFCO ARES will take to prepare. 
What should we as a county ARES group be capable of doing in order to provide emergency communications? It is believed that in 
answering this question the group will be able to train and prepare for the task of providing help when called. 
 
It was decided that the group needs to meet on a monthly basis until it is determined that they can provide timely and professional emergency 
communications to those in need.  
The next meeting will be September 13 at 7pm located at the Red Cross building. 
 
For more information visit the Enid Amateur Radio Club’s website at www.earc.org and click the ARES tab or contact Mike Cofer at 242-
2865. 
 
Mike Cofer/KD5OFF 
GARFCO ARES Emergency Coordinator 

 
DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP THAT WE CAN PUT ON T HE CALENDAR? 
SEND YOUR CLUB’S INFORMATION TO thehomebrew @hotmail.com  NO LATER 

THAN THE FIRST Thursday OF EACH MONTH. 
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September 2007  
Calendar Events  

September 2007 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

; ; ; ; ; ; 
1 

2 3 

LABOR DAY 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 

GRANDPARENTS 
DAY 

10 11 12 13 

GARFCO 
ARES 

MEETING 
7PM 

14 15 

CHEROKEE 
STRIP 

PARADE 

16 

OKLAHOMA 
ARES NET 

4:30PM 3900 

17 

CONSTITUTION 
DAY EARC 

MONDAY 
NIGHT NET 

145.290 

18 19 20 

EARC 
MONTHLY 
BUSINESS 
MEETING 
7PM RED 

CROSS 

21 22 

23 

FALL EQUINOX 
OKLAHOMA 

ARES NET 
4:30PM 3900 

24 

EARC MONDAY 
NIGHT NET 

145.290 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 

OKLAHOMA 
ARES NET 

4:30PM 3900 
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 2007 MEETING 
August 16, 2007 
American Red Cross Building, Enid, OK 
 
Members in Attendance:  
 
Jess/KA5HYK, Gene/N5SPY, Sam/KD5EUS, Al/KD5BA, Ralph/N0NOU, Tony/KE5KWN, Richard/KD5ZOY, Bill/K5ECI, Tim/KD5KTB, Dan/KE5PQY, 
Greg/KD5MFY, Bob/KD5ZOZ, John/KE5BCR, Bill/KC5OKG 
 
Al/KD5BA called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
M/S/C to adopt the minutes of the July 19th meeting with the following corrections: ¶5 delete “recheck”; ¶7 delete “To be determined.” 
 
No formal Treasurer’s report.  Al affirmed that all accounts have a positive balance.  
 
Membership report: Spouses Anna (Sam/KD5EUS) and Peggy (Tony/KE5KWN) have had health problems.  Phil/K5ECH is in Ohio for the wedding of a 
daughter. Dan/KE5PQY has received his General class license.  The EARC congratulates Richard/KD5ZOY and Alta—but especially Alta—on their 56th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
Al reported on the August 9th Garfield County ARES meeting. The group intends to establish the second Thursday evening of each month as its regular 
meeting date. 
 
Tim/KD5KTB reported on his overhaul of the EARC web page (www.enidarc.org). He explained access privileges and procedures for the page, which now 
allows members to create a log-in identity and to insert comments.  The site will have restricted areas for special postings such as drafts of the meeting minutes 
and other documents for review by club officers.  David/WD5M, brother of Tim, deserves special recognition for the time and expertise he has contributed to 
the redevelopment of this website. 
 
Al reported another successful Willow Lake Triathlon event and conveyed the appreciation of the event organizers for the EARC supporting role. 
 
Regarding one’s decision to participate in non-emergency support activities, Al reiterated the club policy of “putting your family and health ahead of providing 
ham radio support.” 
 
MSC to appoint the following individuals to serve as the 2008 Nominating Committee: Bill/KC5OKG, Richard/KD5ZOY, and Ralph/N0NOU.  This 
committee is to select and announce its candidates in time for publication in the October 2007 issue of the club newsletter. 
 
New Business and Coming Events 
 
Al reported that he and Jess/KA5HYK had met with the organizers of the upcoming AMBUCS Tour de Trykes ( Saturday, Sept 1st) and had discussed the role 
of the EARC as well as the liability issues involved in this rather complicated biking event.  Tim DeKlerk is the AMBUCS contact.  Jess will serve as liaison 
for the club. Participating EARC members should meet on the Court House lawn at 6:30 a.m.  Bob/KD5ZOZ will be the net control station, using the W5HTK 
145.290 repeater.  From their positions around the 10-, 26-, 38-, 48-, and 100-mile courses, EARC participants will help direct bikers onto the proper routes, 
keep track of support vehicles, inform event officials of any trouble along the way, and advise when all riders have finished each of the courses.  Members 
intending to help in this event agreed to meet for planning at 9:00 A.M., Saturday, August 25th, at the clubroom.  Details from this meeting will be posted to the 
club website. 
 
Al reported on planning for the 2007 Cherokee Strip celebration, September 15th.  The first parade—herding the longhorns from the fairgrounds to the city 
square and back again—will begin at early and reach the square about 9:30 a.m.  Richard/KD5ZOY will accompany this group.  The second parade, going 
around the square, will begin at 10:00 (or as soon as possible after cleanup following the first parade.)  EARC members should assemble at the Mark Price 
Arena at 8:30 a.m.  Al will be the net control station for this event, using the W5HTK 145.290 repeater. 
 
MSC to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill/K5ECI, EARC Secretary 

 


