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EARC 2008 Officers 
 

President 
Al Fox KD5BA 
580-242-4800 

 
V. President 

Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 
580-242-2865 

 
Secretary 

Bill Keck-K5ECI 
580-233-2496 

 
Treasurer 

Dwayne Posey-KC5QVS 
580-237-3218 

 
Trustee 

Dean Feken-KL7MA 
580-336-3326 

IT’S TIME FOR OKLAHOMA RADIO AMATUERS TO ACT 

This was the call from Coy Day/N5OK, ARRL West Gulf Division Director. Oklahoma 
had an antenna bill, HB 1037, which started back in February of 2005 but never made it to 
the House floor. At that time it was thought it would die there but recently was revitalized 
as an amendment to another bill.  
SB 426 was introduced earlier this month and has been moved to a conference committee 
for action. The first part of the bill deals with how municipalities can annex. The second 
part of the bill is where the RF meets the antenna.  
According to an e-mail sent out by Coy, Eddie Manley/K5EMS, wanted everyone in 
Oklahoma to know that the antenna legislation still had hope. “I for one, and I know 
many of you, were disappointed when 1037 did not make it to the House floor.  Now, we 
have a second chance to get this bill approved this year.  GET BEHIND THIS EFFORT.” 
he said. Eddie went on to say that Senate Bill 426 has been moved to a conference 
committee for action and that it is in our best interest at this time to contact several 
Senators and House Members to get SB 426 out of that committee. “... write them, 
email them, phone them, visit them -- just let them  know what you think of the 
amendment” he said. 
Eddie went on to say that John Thomason/WB5SYT, spent a lot of time one day at the 
capital talking with many of the key people involved.  He also said he wanted to thank Joe 
White/K5BQG for staying on top of this issue. 
 
These are the Representatives and Senators on the committee and their contact information: 
*  Senate Author - Senator Judy Eason McIntyre, Oklahoma State  Senate, 
District 11, Osage and Tulsa Counties, 2300 North Lincoln Blvd, Room  
427, Oklahoma City OK 73105-4808, (405)521-5598,  
easonmcintyre@oksenate.gov 
*  House Author - Representative Steve  Martin, District 10, Nowata, 
Osage and Washington Counties, 2300 North  Lincoln Blvd, Room 330, 
Oklahoma City OK 73105-4885, (405)527-7402,  stevemartin@okhouse.gov 
*  Co-House Author - Representative Ben Sherrer,  District 8 Mayes, 
Rogers and Wagoner Counties, 2300 North Lincoln Blvd, Room  319, 
Oklahoma City OK 73105-4885, (405)527-7364,  bensherrer@okhouse.gov 
*  Representative Scott Martin, District 46  Cleveland and McLain 
Counties, 2300 North Lincoln Blvd, Room 395, Oklahoma  City OK 
73105-4885, (405)527-7329, scott.martin@okhouse.gov 
*   Representative Guy Liebmann, District 82 Oklahoma County, 2300 
North Lincoln  Blvd, Room 331, Oklahoma City OK 73105-4885, 
(405)527-7357,  Guyliebmann@okhouse.gov 
*  Representative Jabar Shumate, District  73, Tulsa County, 2300 North 
Lincoln Blvd, Room 510, Oklahoma City OK  73105-4885, (405)527-7406, 
jabarshumate@okhouse.gov 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. It is available in both print and 
electronic form. The printed version can be found at 
Wheat Capital Communications 306 W. Willow, Enid 
Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, 
is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is 
also available on the EARC website at 
http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail 
the editor at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions 
need to be received by the second Monday of each 
month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the 
individual authors and are not necessarily the views of 
the Editor or the Enid Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 
1936 and continues to serve and support the amateur 
radio community in  Enid, Garfield County and the state 
of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 
organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed 
is a non-commercial association of radio amateurs, for 
the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications and experimentation’s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the 
assistance and education of those who are interested in 
the theory, fundamentals, and operation of Amateur 
Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication 
facilities, to aid in times of disasters and emergencies to 
those in need as a public service, and to make said 
communication facilities available without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of 
Incorporation 

 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply 
for membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are 
$25 per year (Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family 
membership is $30 per year. Membership dues can be 
mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate 

against race, creed, national origin, or sex for eligibility 
for membership. 

 
 

 
EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

 
2007 

Dave Locke KC5SII 
2008 

Mike Cofer KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 
2009 

Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 
2010 

Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 
 

To further the cause you can contact your local Senator or State 
Representative. You can go to 
http://www.capitolconnect.com/oklahoma/default.aspx. 
Eddie said that all of these people are very easy to visit with and desire your 
input. He also said that if you need more information about this or need a 
copy of the legislation, you can contact him or John Thomason. 

EARC MEMBERS KEPT BUSY  

The month of April was very busy for the Enid Amateur Radio Club with 
two event weekends. 
On April 28th the EARC helped with the annual March of Dimes Walk-A-
Thon. The EARC was asked to provide participant security and safety by 
manning barricades at intersections along the route. 
Al Fox/KD5BA, EARC president who was in charge of the events, said that 
around 10 hams came out to help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The EARC also helped with the 75th anniversary of Enid’s Tri-State parade. 
The club is charged each year with lining the marching bands up in order for 
the Million Dollar Parade. Once again Al said there were approximately 7 
amateurs that were able to help with this year’s event.   
 

 

 

  

KD5BA ON 
PATOL 

KC5SII NEXT TO OLD FAITHFUL 

SOME OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE WALK-A-THON 
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Mike Cofer/KD5OFF, EARC V. President 
gives an ARRL program over repeaters 
during a club meeting. Even old timers 
who have been on the air a long time got 
something from the PowerPoint 
presentation. 

 

Bill Wehling/KC5OKG (front center), Net 
Manager for the EARC Monday Night Net, 
presented certificates of appreciation to 3 net 
control operators for their participation in net 
control. Holding their certificates are L-R 
Mike/KD5OFF, Bill/K5ECI, and 
Tim/KD5KTB. Not pictured Dave/KC5GUD 
and Cynthia/KE5LIG 

 

Members of the EARC enjoy some “visiting” time 
after the meeting. 
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RED CROSS, ARRL DISCUSS BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS  April 16, 2007 
 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) members volunteering to support Red Cross disaster relief or recovery operations would not have to submit to a 
Red Cross background check unless their volunteer stints extended beyond seven days. That was the word from American Red Cross officials, who met 
recently with ARRL representatives. The ARRL has expressed concerns about the Red Cross's background check policy since first learning of it last 
year. The League posted its most recent position statement <http://www.arrl.org/announce/ARRL-ARC-bg-check.html> on the topic in March. 
 
ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, and Chief Technology Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, met March 20 at American Red Cross offices in 
Washington, DC, with two attorneys from the Red Cross General Counsel's office and two management-level staff members from Red Cross Disaster Services. 
ARRL asked the Red Cross staff if ARRL ARES volunteers would be subject to the American Red Cross background check requirement if they provided 
communication for more than seven days. The position of the Red Cross is that ARES volunteers would not be permitted to provide communications at an 
American Red Cross disaster site for more than seven days without submitting to the Red Cross background check procedure. 
 
Discussion then turned to the Red Cross's announcement that it would not conduct credit or mode-of-living checks. The League's stated concern has 
been that the ARC background investigation consent form states that a consumer report and/or an investigative consumer report -- which includes 
certain credit checks and mode of living checks -- will be obtained on the volunteer signing the form. 
 
The ARRL team asked if the Red Cross would be willing to modify its consent form to limit the authority granted by the person signing the form to 
criminal background checks only. The Red Cross representatives did not appear willing to modify the current consent form, however. 
 
The ARRL also suggested alternatives to the Red Cross investigation firm, MyBackgroundCheck.com (MBC). 
 
The Red Cross also appears unwilling to accept background checks conducted by other entities, such as law enforcement organizations. The Red Cross 
based its reluctance on a requirement to compare the methodologies of MBC with those of alternative background-check providers. 
 
Following the meeting, the ARRL reiterated its recommendation that members carefully review any consent document permitting a private organization to 
conduct a background investigation on that individual. The current Red Cross background check consent form continues to include permission, without 
further consent from the volunteer, to conduct a consumer report and/or an investigative consumer report. 
 
The Federal Trade Commission and federal statutes define "investigative consumer reports" to include a mode-of-living check as well as certain 
credit checks. 
 
While the Red Cross has said it won't routinely pull credit reports on background check applicants, ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, has said 
that just requiring volunteers to authorize procurement of a credit report "is inconsistent with this assurance." 
 
In the course of the background check application process, prospective volunteers must agree to let MBC obtain a wide range of personal information 
bearing not just on criminal background and creditworthiness but, MBC says, "character, general reputation [and] personal characteristics." MBC advises, 
"The nature and scope of this disclosure and authorization is all-encompassing." 
 
The ARRL says it won't suggest which organizations or agencies Amateur Radio volunteers should or should not support, but the League stresses that it 
does wish to facilitate the provision of volunteer services. 
 
The ARC and the ARRL have a Statement of Understanding (SoU), which is up for review this year. 
 

 

Our two big spring events have come and gone. Thanks to all who helped with the March of 
Dimes "Walk America" and the TriState music festival parade. Illness struck our ranks pretty 
severely but those that could help rose to the occaision(s). 

Now it is time to start thinking about Field Day. Thanks to a great deal of work by KD5OFF and his supporting cast last year's Field Day was 
one of the best I can recall. 
Remember the fun of watching Dave Doss's daughter make all those contacts having never touched a ham mike before? What ever happened to 
her? I didn't see her at any of the classes. But I did see a bunch of new hams in class and in test sessions passing tests. Where are they? Field 
Day is an ideal time and way to get them involved. Do you have a friend, spouse, someone you have elmered that has a license burning a hole in 
their pocket? Bring them to Field Day. Bring them to the club meeting to see what goes into putting together one of the most fun events of the 
year. In other words let's all do whatever we can to get the new hams involved. Not only is "a mind a terrible thing to waste" as the ads say but a 
ham license is a terrible thing to waste as well. It took some effort so now show them how to use it not waste it.  
Ham radio, isn't it a great hobby!  
73,  
Al KD5BA  



The HomeBrew Newsletter 

 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amateurs Serve those Displaced by Kansas Twisters 
 
NEWINGTON, CT, May 8, 2007 – A tornado with a magnitude of EF5 swept through southwestern Kansas this past weekend, almost completely wiping out 
the town of Greensburg. The town, population 1500, lost its hospital, schools, churches and all of its business and infrastructure, according to Greensburg Town 
Administrator Steve Hewitt. Hewitt lost his home in the storm. A National Weather Service meteorologist called the tornado “…one of the most destructive 
tornadoes in the last 10 years.”  
 
EF5 is the highest level of a tornado on the Enhanced Fujita Scale, a classification system used by the National Weather Service. An EF5 tornado has wind 
speeds over 200 MPH. The Enhanced F-scale is a set of wind estimates (not measurements) based on damage. The tornado’s damage path at its widest point was 
about 1.7 miles, and it tracked for 22 miles, moving at an average speed of about 20 MPH; it took about 15 to 20 minutes to wipe out the town, according to a 
National Weather Service meteorologist. 
 
A team of hams entered the area on Saturday morning and began setting up communications, according to District 6 Emergency Coordinator Godfrey Flax, 
KC0AUH. District 5 Emergency Coordinator Robert Hanke, WG0Q, activated ARES in Pratt, Stafford, Reno and Barton Counties over the weekend. There are 
now hams in both Greensburg and Haviland, and Net Control operations have been established in Pratt. 
 
According to ARRL Kansas Section Manager Ron Cowan, KB0DTI, there are repeaters on the air, but they are some distance from the affected area. He and 
other hams were monitoring 3.920 MHz early Saturday morning in case there was radio activity. 
 
The Salvation Army is conducting logistics nets at 9 AM, 3 PM and 9 PM each day on 3.920 MHz, and HF and 2 meter operations have been established in 
Haviland. Kansas and Western Missouri SATERN Coordinator June Jeffers, KB0WEQ, says SATERN members will be utilized in Kiowa County to support 
Salvation Army canteens and the Service Center in Haviland. 
 
“Virtually the entire city has been destroyed,” said Maj Gen Tod Bunting of the Kansas National Guard on Monday. “It’s as bad as anything I've seen.” He said 
in some ways the damage is worse than Hurricane Katrina, because the entire city of Greensburg is in ruins. “There’s no place to go to stage to rebuild,” said 
Bunting, a nearly 30-year veteran of the Guard. “We’ll have to create that.” 
 
Twelve people were killed in the twister, 10 from Greensburg. The town is located at the junction of Routes 54 and 183, about 45 miles east of Dodge City. It is 
the county seat for Kiowa County. An 11th person died in nearby Pratt County and a 12th in a separate tornado in Ottawa County. 
 
The Red Cross said about 90 percent of Greensburg was destroyed or heavily damaged. The storm stripped trees of most of their branches and destroyed all the 
town’s churches, the Associated Press reported. Gov Kathleen Sebelius told the AP on Sunday that Kansas’ response to the disaster will likely be hindered 
because equipment such as tents, trucks and semitrailers are now in Iraq, saying Kansas lacks about half the large equipment it could use for recovery efforts 
and debris removal, including dump trucks and front loaders. More than 20 percent of the state’s Humvees and 15 of 19 helicopters were sent to Iraq, according 
to officials with the Kansas National Guard. Nearly 70 Kansas National Guard troops arrived in Greensburg on Monday to supplement about 40 troops already 
on the ground. 
 
The entire town was evacuated Friday night. More than 400 people are in shelters in the town of Haviland, about 11 miles east of the devastated town, and Pratt, 
about 31 miles east. The Salvation Army dispatched canteen units from Dodge City and Hutchinson, about 87 miles east of Greensburg. A shelter was also 
opened in Mullinville at the high school gym, about 10 miles west of Greensburg. On Sunday night, the Red Cross requested operators to provide 
communications between the hospital in Pratt and the shelter in Haviland. 
 
Greensburg residents were expected to be allowed to return to what’s remaining of their homes Monday morning, according to The Associated Press. Searchers 
spent the weekend sifting through the debris and are still hoping to account for residents who fled as the storm approached. 
 
“Some of this rubble is 20, 30 feet deep and that’s always a challenge, Bunting said Monday. “That's where we’ve spent all our efforts, and we’ll do it again 
today.” 
 
Hewitt said it’s “hard to tell” if anyone is trapped in the rubble, but “it's a possibility. The search and rescue continues and it will continue until ... we find 
everything and have everything organized. We need to make sure we’ve found everybody and everybody is safe and accounted for.” 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is on site with two mini Emergency Operations Vehicles (EOV), and two mobile Disaster Recovery 
Centers (DRC) with satellite communications. They are currently considering staging areas for travel trailers and mobile homes. In anticipation of state requests, 
water, MREs, and tarps are waiting in Pratt. 
 
President Bush declared Kiowa County, Kansas, a major disaster area, making federal aid available to people and communities affected by the storm. “Our 
hearts are heavy for the loss of life in Greensburg, Kansas,” Bush said Sunday. “I declared a major disaster for that community, and I hope that helps. It’s going 
to take a long time for the community to recover.” 
 
Some information from www.cnn.com and the FEMA NationalResponse Coordination Center (NRCC). 
 
Courtesy of the ARRL Web 
For more information go to: http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/05/07/100/?nc=1 
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May 2007 
Calendar Events  

May 2007 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

  

1  2  3  4  5  

6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

13 Mother’s 
Day 

OKLAHOMA 
ARES NET 

3900 OR 7260 
3:30PM WKLY 

14  

EARC NET 
7PM WKLY 

15  16  17  

EARC 
MONTHLY 
MEETING 

7PM 

18  

DAYTON 
HAMFEST 

19 Armed 
Forces Day  

DAYTON 
HAMFEST 

20  

DAYTON 
HAMFEST 

21  22  23  24  25  26  

27  28 Memorial 
Day 

29  30  31    
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) 
MINUTES OF APRIL 2007 MEETING 
April 19, 2007 
American Red Cross Building, Enid, OK 
 
Members in attendance: Larry Aebi/KI5SY, Jess Andrews/KA5HYK, Phil Burford/K5ECH, Mike Cofer/KD5OFF, Al Fox/KD5BA, Tony Goucher?KE5KWN, 
Richard Herndon/KD5ZOY, Bill Keck/K5ECI, Dave Locke/KC5SII, Tim McAnally/KD5KTB, Bill Wehling/KC5OKG 
Guests: Dan Plank, Richard Spurgeon/W5TRA 
 
Club President Al\KD5BA called the meeting to order at precisely 1900 CDT. 
 
Mike\KD5OFF and Tim\KD5KTB presented the ARRL Mentor Program, “The New Ham¹s Guide to Repeaters”, which was well received and interlaced with 
questions and discussion regarding local repeater usage and practices. 
 
M/S/C to approve the minutes of the March 15 meeting as published. 
 
Al gave an overview of the Treasurer Report through April 19th, prepared by Dwayne\KC5QVS, which showed positive balances in both checking and savings. 
The annual liability insurance premium has been paid. 
 
Membership Report:  Gene\N5SPY is recovering from hip replacement surgery. Sam\KD5EUS is healing, taking walks, and planning to resume his Vo-Tech 
schooling in the Fall.  Al and others expressed appreciation of Sam¹s numerous ³Elmering² initiatives which have regularly brought new hams into the hobby 
and new members into the club.  The club welcomed the return of Tony\KE5KWN who over-wintered in Arizona. 
 
Coming Events  
 
Al emphasized the need for a big turnout for the March of Dimes Walk, Saturday, April 28th, and for the Tri-State Parade the following Saturday, 
May 5th.  Both events will use the 147.375 repeater. 
 
Mike gave a reminder of the ARES meeting to be held April 26th at 1900C at the Red Cross building. 
 
Old Business  
 
Al announced the consensus of the Board is to make no changes regarding membership dues or collection procedures for 2007 and to abide with the 
current by-laws regarding family membership. 
 
New Business 
 
Dave\KC5SII reminded the club that Ralph\N0NOU will be leaving Enid soon and that a farewell recognizing Ralph¹s many contributions and valued friendship 
would be appropriate. 
 
Tim\KD5KTB announced that the EARC web page now resides on the club computer at the Red Cross building and that it may be accessed at the regular URL 
<www.enidarc.org>.  A discussion followed regarding the option of using one of the commercial resources that are available for hosting and maintaining a 
website at an approximate cost of $100/year.  Tim will investigate the pros and cons of such outsourcing and report at the next meeting. 
 
Bill\KC5OKG, speaking as Net Manager of the EARC Monday Night Net, called for a few more members to become an NCS, and presented a certificate to 
those who have already done so‹namely, Tim\KD5KTB, Mike\KD5OFF, Bill\K5ECI, Cynthia\KE5LIG, and Dave\KC5GUD (not present.) 
 
M/S/C to adjourn at 2042. 
 
Respectfully submitted by B.Keck\K5ECI, Club Secretary 

 
 
 

 


